CONGRESSMAN

12161
HENRY A. WAXMAN
2418 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON, D.C. 20516 202—225-3976
8426 WEST 3rd STREET LOS ANGELES. CALIF. 90048 213—-651-1040

“ashington Revort
by IEBHRY A. VAXUAA
Congressman, 24th C.D.

WAXEAY Il XISHINEV APPEALS FOR HELP

I routinely review cases of Soviet Jews seekinc to emigrate
to Israel and the United States. Cases are brought to my attention
by organizations such as the Union of Councils for Soviet Jewry, and
Jewish Federation Council, both in Los Angeles and in other cities.
One case 'hich recently came to my attention made a narticularly
strong imnression.

I have substantial reason to believe that Tavid fSregoriovich
Vaksman is a relative of mine. The "Taxnan sile of my family comes
from the city of Yishinev -- where-ﬂavii resides. houeh several
‘laxmans emigrated to the United States and Canada early in this
century, a considerable nortion of the family remained behind.

David Vaksman's case is not an unusual one. ile has been de-
nied an exit visa on the crounds that he nossesses "State secrets’.
The Russians contend that he acquired these ‘"'secrets’ through his
routine Army service almost ten years azo. I have circulated a
letter on Pavid's behalf amonz my Congressional colleasues. I anm
also maling efforts to contact David directly.

Of course, we are ultimately all relatives, and must all take
resnonsibility for eaclhi other. Yet, emotionally the vossibility of
actual close *inshin with a refusenik has had a »nrofound effect on
ne. It is so very easy for me to imacine myself as a refusenil:
from Iishinev rather than a Conzressman from the 'nited States --
if fanily migration natterns had just been slishtly different.
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From what I have béen able to learn so far, David Vaksman is

not nolitical or a relicious leacder, but, rather, is simply an

individual seeking a freer life. David is thirty years old, and

works as an electrician. e began his efforts to obtain an exit

visa in Sentember of 1973. e do not ¥now whether or not his parents

and brother with whom he lives have also sought permission to leave.

Unfortunately, I must end this article on a negative note. The

nunber of Jews beins allowed to leave the Soviet Union is at the

lowest noint it has been since the current mass migration began.

Right now it seems unlikely that the final 1981 figzure will reach

the 19,000 mark. Yet, in 1279, over 50,700 Jews were allowed to

leave. ™Mo one is certaia about the factors which have resulted in

the dramatic shift in Soviet nolicy. I do *now the odds are

against David Crecoriovich Valisman -- a young man in the »rime of

his life seekino nothing more than what nost of us have and too

often take for granted -- nersonal liberty and economic onnortunity.
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